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_ Arabic Symbols & their meanings 


4| alaa> May Allah preserve him 


May Allah be pleased with 


Ae, him (i.e. a male companion of 
the Prophet Muhammad) 
ae Glorified & Exalted is Allah 
Wag ailorz, | 
foe (Allah) the Mighty & Sublime 
Sire 
bs, (Allah) the Blessed & Exalted 
Nass S55 | 
yeni (Allah) the Sublime & Exalted 
dea Se 
May Allah send Blessings & 
saliestasiad Safety upon him (i.e. a 
Prophet or Messenger) 

Ag Mesalecife May Allah send Blessings & 
Safety upon him and _his 
family (i.e. Du‘a sent when 
mentioning the Prophet 
Muhammad) 

Peas May Allah have mercy on him 


4244 8 


Aa | 


_ May Allah be pleased with 


them (i.e. Dua made for the 
Companions of the Prophet 
Muhammad) 


(Allah) His Majesty is Exalted 


| May Allah be pleased with her 


(i.e. a female companion of the 
Prophet Muhammad) 
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ARABIC TEXT OF THE TREATISE 
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INTRODUCTION 


INTRODUCTION 


Indeed, all praises belong to Allah. We praise Him, 
seek His aid, seek His forgiveness. We seek refuge with 
Allah from the evil of our souls and the wicked 
consequences of our actions. Whomsoever Allah 
guides, no one can mislead him and whomsoever is 
misled, no one can guide him. 


I openly testify that no one has the right to be 
worshiped except Allah alone Who has no partners. 
And I openly testify that Muhammad is His servant 
and Messenger. May Allah raise him in rank and grant 
his family and all his Companions peace. 


To proceed: 


The topic of this treatise is one of tremendous purpose 
which every Muslim, male and female, needs, “Our 
duty concerning what Allah orders us with.” Our _ 
duty concerning what we have been commanded with 
has been mentioned in the Book of our Lord (i.e., Allah) 
and in the Sunnah of our Prophet (Acsaieaife). 
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This lofty topic before us is a reminder that Allah (jg) 
did not make this creation futilely nor did he bring it 
into existence for play and amusement. Our Lord (i.e., 
Allah) is free from that. Rather, He made the creation 
upon truth. Allah (34622) says, 
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“He has created the heavens and the earth with 
truth. High be He Exalted above all they 
associate as partners with Him.” [Sarah an-Nahl 
16:3] 


Allah (das) declared Himself above making this 
creation in falsehood or bringing it into existence for 
play throughout numerous verses in His Book. Allah 
( Ws5532.) says, | 
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“And We created not the heaven and the earth 
and all that is between them without purpose! 
That is the consideration of those who 
disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve 
(in Islamic Monotheism) from the Fire! Shall 
We treat those who believe (in the Oneness of 
Allah Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous 
good deeds, as Mufsidin (those who associate 
partners in worship with Allah and commit 
crimes) on_ earth? Or shall We_ treat 
the Muttagiin (pious - see V.2:2), as 
the Fujjar (criminals, disbelievers, wicked, 
etc.)?” [Surah Sad 38:27-28]| 


Allah ((3;4\222.) clarifies this supposition and belief of 
the disbelievers in which they assume and believe they 
were only created for amusement, play, and in vain 
and that Allah (38,4152) only created this creation 
futilely. Meaning, without wisdom and purpose. 
Based upon this Allah says, 
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“That is the consideration of those who 
disbelieve!” 
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Meaning those who assume this offense about the Lord 
of all that exists and believe this false creed about Him. 
Afterward, Allah threatens them saying, © 
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“Then woe to those who disbelieve (in Islamic 
Monotheism) from the Fire!” 


Allah (j¢g<) says in another verse, 
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“We created not the heavens and the earth and 
all that is between them for a (mere) play. Had 
We intended to take a pastime (i.e. a wife or a 
son, etc.), We could surely have taken it from Us 
if We were going to do (that).” [Surah al-Anbiya 
21:16-17] 


The Qur’an mentions Allah’s (4) praise of His 
pious servants, His believing friends, and His close 


group who possess sound intelligence and an upright 
understanding. Among their momentous actions is 


“a ]Paze 
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their contemplation of the creation of the heavens and 
the earth as well as their firm ’Iman, that it was not 
created futilely. Allah says, | 
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“Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the 
earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
there are indeed signs for men _ of 
understanding. Those who remember Allah 
(always, and in prayers) standing, sitting, and 
lying down on their sides, and think deeply 
about the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
(saying): ‘Our Lord! You have not created (all) 
this without purpose, glory to You! (Exalted be 
You above all that they associate with You as 

_ partners). Give us salvation from the torment of 
the Fire.’”” [Sirah ‘Ali ‘Imran 3:190-191] 
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Meaning “This existence, and these people were not 
brought into existence futilely. You, O Allah! Are 
exalted above and revered above that.” 
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“Our Lord! You have not created 7 this 
without purpose, glory to You!” 


Meaning “Our Lord! We declare you above and 
glorified above what is falsely ascribed to You.” 


a“ 
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“Give us salvation from the torment of the 
Fire.” 


So, they sought a means to request protection from the 
torment of the Fire from Allah by declaring Him far 
above creating this creation futilely. This is a 
tremendous means of appealing to Allah used by the 
people who believe in Allah (43) to attain this 
request. | 


Within this, there is a great secret which must be 
noted: 


This creed, the creed of the believers, “that Allah did 


not create this creation eantey” has an effect on them 
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in their actions, morals, demeanor, and worship. This 
creed raises them above nonsense, amusement, and 
futility which is in contrast to the purpose of being 
created. At the same time, the creed of the disbelievers 
“that this creation was created with no purpose” has 
an effect on them in their actions, morals, demeanor, 
and worship. This creed plunges them and drowns 
them in wasting time in amusement, to the point that 
their lives resembles that which is worse than the life 
of an animal. | 


On the other hand, the believer who believes that this 
creation was not brought into existence futilely and 
without purpose, his belief makes him strive seriously, 
work hard, and be energetic towards the reason why 
he was created and brought into existence and to 
actualize that purpose. 


Whoever believes that the creation was created with no 
purpose and has this supposition will be thrown into 
the most severe destruction and ruin, in this life and 
the hereafter. | 


Based on this, the greatest means of appealing to Allah 
(‘i5456), by requesting protection from the torment of 
the fire, has a deeply-rooted faith that Allah did not 
create this creation without purpose. Rather, Allah 
created it in truth and believing this truth results in the 
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believer doing righteous deeds, acts of obedience, and 
having excellent nearness to Allah (%¥). 


The disbelievers who have this supposition about 
Allah are referred to within the statement of Allah 


(Sussatert), 


a 
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“That is the consideration of those who 
disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve 
(in Islamic Monotheism) from the Fire!” [Sarah 
Sad 38:27] 


Allah threatens them with the Fire on the Day of 
Resurrection, that they will enter Hell and abide 
therein for eternity. Based upon this, when they enter 
the Fire on the Day of Resurrection and taste the 
torment and all ways of escape will be cut off, Allah 
( M854\22.) will say to them while they are there, 
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“Did you think that We had created you in play 
(without any purpose) and that you would not 
be brought back to Us?” So, Exalted be Allah, 
the True King, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the 
right to be worshiped but He), the Lord of the 
Supreme Throne!” [Surah al-Mu’minun 23:115- 
116] 


Whoever analyzes the context mentioned in this verse 
at the ending of Surah al-Mu’mintn would understand 
that is a speech in which Allah (as3;3) addresses the 
people of Hell on the Day of Resurrection while they 
are in Hell. This is because Allah (:8;4\222.) mentions 
the circumstance of people on the Day of Resurrection 
when they will be standing before the Lord of all that 
exists. They will come to Him (ds4;) divided into two 
groups, one group in Paradise and one in the Fire. 


Allah (Aes5A5) clarifies the circumstance of each group 


in these tremendous groups when He says, 
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“Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will 
be no kinship among them that Day, nor will 
they ask of one another. Then, those whose 
scales (of good deeds) are heavy, - these, they 
are successful. And those whose scales (of good 
deeds) are light; they are those who lose their 
own selves, in Hell will they abide. The Fire 
will burn their faces, and therein they will grin, 
with displaced lips (disfigured). ‘Were not My 
Verses (this Qur'an) recited to you, and then 
you used to deny them?’ They will say: “Our 
Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, and we 
were (an) erring people. Our Lord! Bring us out 
of this; if ever we return (to evil), then indeed 
we shall be Zalimun: (polytheists, oppressors, 
unjust, and wrong-doers, etc.).’ He (Allah) will 
say: “Remain you in it with ignominy! And 
speak you not to Me! Verily! There was a party 
of My slaves, who used to say: ‘Our Lord! We 
believe, so forgive us, and have mercy on us, for 
You are the Best of all who show mercy!” 
However, you took them for a laughingstock, so 
much so that they made you forget My 
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| Remembrance while you used to laugh at them! 

| Verily! I have rewarded them this Day for their 
patience; they are indeed the ones that are 
successful. He (Allah) will say: ‘What number 
of years did you stay on earth?” [Surah al- 


Mu’minun 23:101-112] 


This speech is addressing the people of Hell, “What 
number of years did you stay on earth?” How much — 
time did you spend in this world? 
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{ @ OBO) fe ep ee ke GY Nb} 


Ask of those who keep account.” [Surah al- 
Mu’minun 23:113] 
Meaning ask the angels who kept account of our days, 
deeds, and time. 
ost 25 ca ae ae rt tage 
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“He (Allah) will say: “You stayed not but a little, 
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| 
“They will say: ‘We stayed a day or part of a day. 
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had created you in play (without any purpose) 
and that you would not be brought back to Us?” 
[Surah al-Mu’minun 23:114-115] 


This is the speech in which Allah (@s43t3) says to the 
people of Hell while they are there, 
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“Did you think that We had created you in play 
(without any purpose)?" [Surah al-Mu’minun 
23:115] 


Meaning there is no wisdom or goal for being created. 
Is this how you should think about the Lord of all that 
exists - that Allah brought this creation into existence 
for play without any purpose? This is the explanation 
of some of the scholars of Tafsir concerning this verse. 


Other scholars of Tafsir say nee the verse, 
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“Did you think that We had created you in play 
(without any purpose)?” [Surah al-Mu’minun 
23:115] 
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Meaning “that you believed the only purpose I created 
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you was for amusement and fun! 
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“So, Exalted be Allah” 


Meaning Exalted is Allah above that. 


Sie 
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“the True King” 


The name al-Haqq (the Truth) is one of the Names of 
Allah. Its meaning is the One Who there is no doubt 
concerning Him; not in His Essence, His Names, His 
Attributes, or in His Divinity. He is the One deserving 
to be worshiped without any partners. 


Allah (a6353) is the Truth. His Names and Attributes 


are the truth. His actions and statements are the truth. 


His religion and legislation are true. All of His reports 


are true. His promise and the meeting with Him are 
true. 


The Prophet (A<saieXi) use to commence his night 
prayer (Iahajjud) by acknowledging these meanings. 


INTRODUCTION 
Just as that which is found in the Hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas 
(‘@eaiies;), in which he said, | 


“That the Prophet (<s‘62ij2) whenever he 
stood at night to pray Tahajjud (i.e., night 
prayer) he would say, — 
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Allahumma laka al-hamdu anta qaiyyimus- 
samawati wal-ard wa man fihinna. Walakal- 
hamd, Laka mulkus-samawati wal-ard wa man 
fihinna. Walakal-hamd, anta nurus-samawati — 
wal-ard. Wa _ lakal-hamd anta_ malikus- 
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samawati wal-ard wa man fihinna. Wa lakal- 
hamad anta-l-haqq wa wa'duka-lhaqq, wa 
gawluka Haqq, wa liga'uka Haqq, wal-jannatu 
Han wan-naru Haqq wannabityuna Haqq. Wa 
Muhammadun, _ sallal-lahu'alaihi wasallam, 
Haqq, was-sa'atu. Hagg. Allahumma_ laka 
aslamtu. wabika amantu, wa_ 'Alayka 
tawakkaltu, wa ilayka anabtu wa_ bika 
khasamtu, wa ilayka hakamtu, faghfir li ma — 
gaddamtu wama akh-khartu wama as-rartu— 
wama'a lantu, anta-l-mugqaddim wa anta-l-mu 
akh-khir, la ilaha illa anta. 


‘O Allah! All the praises are for You. You are the 
Sustainer of the heavens and the earth, and 
whatever is in them. All the praises are for You. 
You are the Light of the heavens, and the earth, 
whatever is in them. All the praises are for You. 
You are the Sovereign of the heavens and the 
earth and whatever is in them. And all the 
praises are for You. You are al-Hagqq (the Truth), 
and Your Promise is the Truth. Your Word is the 
Truth And to meet You is true. Paradise is true, 
And Hell is true. And all the Prophets are true, 
And Muhammad (44i%j\~) is true. And the 
Last Hour is true. O Allah! I surrender (my will) 
to You. I believe in You and depend on You and 
repent to You. And with Your help, I argue with 
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my opponents, the disbelievers and I take You 
as a judge (to judge between us). Please forgive 
me my previous and future sins; and whatever I 
concealed or revealed. And You are the One 
Who makes (some people) forward and (some) 
backward. None has the right to be worshiped 
but You.””1 


The opposite of the truth is falsehood. It is used to 
describe those objects of worship besides Allah. Allah 


(aie) says, 
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“That is because Allah, He is the Truth (the only 
True God of all that exists, Who has no partners 
or rivals with Him), and what they (the 
polytheists) invoke besides Him, it 
is Batil (falsehood) And verily, Allah, He is the 
Most High, the Most Great.” [Surah al-Hajj 22:62] 


1 Collected by al-Bukhari No. (1120, 6317, 7385, 7442, 7499); and 
collected by Muslim No. (769). It is the first Hadith mentioned in 
the book of ate in Sahih al-Bukhari. 
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Likewise, an establishment of this great matter is 
mentioned in the Qur’an. Allah (Sé;j¢) says, 
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“Does man think that he will be left, Suda 
[neglected without being punished or rewarded 
for the obligatory duties enjoined by his Lord 
(Allah) on him]?” [Surah al-Qiyamah 75:36]. 


Does man believe that he was left, Suda? Some scholars 


_ say that the meaning of Suda is he will not be ordered 


or prohibited. Others say that it means that one will not 
be resurrected. 


Ibn Kathir (445) said, 


“What seems to be apparent about this verse is 
that it covers both circumstances. One will not be 
left in this worldly life without a purpose, 
without any commands or prohibitions. Nor will 
one be left in his grave without being resurrected. 
Rather, he will be ordered and prohibited in this 
worldly life and will be gathered and brought to 
Allah in the Hereafter.”2_ | 
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Allah (8453) will resurrect mankind on the Day of 
Resurrection and they will stand before the Lord of all 
that exists, so that the good doers will be rewarded for 
their good and the bad doers will be punished for their 
evil. Itis absurd that the Lord of all that exists will treat 
the good and evil person equally or the good and the 
wicked or the obedient and disobedient. Allah 
(Ms) says, 
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“Shall We treat those who believe (in the 
Oneness of Allah Islamic Monotheism) and do 
righteous good deeds, as Mufsidiin (those who 
associate partners in worship with Allah and 
commit crimes) on earth? Alternatively, shall 
We treat the Muttagiin (pious - see V.2:2), as 
the Fujjar (criminals, disbelievers, wicked, 
etc.)?” [Surah Sad 38:28] | 


This will not happen. Rather, Allah (35453) is free 
from doing such things. 


These verses, and those similar to it, illustrate the 
following: 
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“* An awaking and enlightenment for the hearts. 

“+ An alert for the heedless, a reminder for the 
believers, and an insight for the ignorant. 

** A clarification of a great truth which one must 
keep in mind. | 


All of this, so one will not let years and days slip by, 
wasted in falsehood. For man was not created without 
purpose nor in vain. 


Ibn Aba Hatim (2\45) reported that a man from the 
family Sa’id Ibn al-‘As (2i\425) said, 


“The last sermon that “Umar Ibn ‘Abdul-Aziz 
gave, he praised and commended Allah. Then he 
began by saying, 


‘To proceed: ‘Indeed! You weren’t created in 
vain. And surely you won’t be left without 
commands or prohibitions. Verily, you have a 
Hereafter in which Allah will descend to judge 
between you and divide you into groups. Those 
who do not have Allah’s mercy will be lost, 
ruined, and deprived of Paradise whose width 
is that of the heavens and earth. Don’t you 
understand that no one will be safe in the 
Hereafter, except he who is cautious and fears 
that day, sells his worldly life for the hereafter, 


INTRODUCTION 


sells fear (of the Dunya) for safety (in the 

_ Hereafter)? Don’t you see that you are from the 
loins of those who have passed away. And those 
who come after you will remain until you return | 
to the finest of inheritors (Allah)? Afterward, 
everyday you will bid farewell, morning and 
night, to those who have passed away. Until you 

_ bury them in the earth. In the earth which is not 
smoothed nor cushioned. They will depart © 
those whom they loved and plunge into the dirt. 
They will encounter their reckoning being 
subject to what they have done (of deeds), not 
in need of what they left behind (i.e. the 
worldly life), and in need of what they sent 
forth (of good deeds). So, fear Allah, O servants 
of Allah! Before one’s covenant ends and death 
descends upon you.’ 


After he gave his sermon he placed the edges of 
his garment over his face and wept and those 
around him wept as well.” 


So, when the Muslim understands this matter and has 
certainty that he was not created without purpose and 
that Allah (34;¢) created him to be ordered and 
prohibited. What is the obligation concerning what 
Allah orders and prohibits him with? 
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The subject of our decision here is: 


The obligations which have been placed upon the 
Muslim, male and female, concerning what Allah 
(455) orders us with are seven great matters. The 
Imam, the reviver, Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Ibn 
‘Abdul-Wahhab (2i\425) clarified these seven matters in 
a concise treatise which has great and copious benefits. 


What follows are the author’s words which are in need. 
of a brief explanation. The author (Ai\4@5) said, 


i Sly Ro ad athe C55 Ah tal ab al 
BaNN¢ Jaall Je pSaNl : SEN AHS : St ca Abell: 
lye Lal gyi fe ae BS: dtd. (eal 


aahe EVEN : LEI AG Va 8 Sy aE 2 sL2JI 


“When Allah shins the servant a command, 
there are seven levels which one must take: 


1. Knowledge of it 
2. Having love for it 


3. Determination to act upon it 
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4. Implementation 


5. That it is sincerely for Allah and upon the 
Sunnah 


6. Cautioning against committing acts that will | 
nullify deeds 


7. Remaining firm upon it” 


Explanatory notes 


These matters are considered to be the essence of Islam 


which is a must to be meticulous in the following: 


1. Preserving it 

2. Comprehending it 

3. Implementing it 

4. Propagating it amongst the people. 


Afterward, the author (245) began by Siaritving these 


matters in a concise manner with examples: 
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THE 1ST LEVEL KNOWLEDGE OF IT 


Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab 
(Au\4e5) said, 
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“When one knows that Allah orders Tawhid 
and forbids Shirk. Or he knows that Allah has 
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made lawful selling and made unlawful usury. 
Or that Allah has made unlawful consuming 
the orphan’s wealth and has made lawful that 
his guardian spends from the orphan’s wealth 
accordingly if he is poor. So, it becomes 
mandatory for him to learn about what he is 
commanded with and ask about it in order to 
understand it. As well, it is mandatory upon 
him to learn about what he is forbidden to do 
and ask about it in order to understand it. 


The first level can be illustrated in the example 
dealing with Tawhid and Shirk. Many people 
know that Tawhid is true and Shirk is false. 
However, they reject it and don’t ask about it. 
They know that Allah has made _ usury 
unlawful, yet they sell and buy (using it) and 
don’t ask about it. They know the 
impermissibility of spending the orphan’s 
wealth and the permissibility of spending 
accordingly, and they take possession of the 
orphan’s wealth and don’t ask concerning it.” 


Explanatory Notes on The Treatise: Our Duty 
Concerning What Allah Orders Us With. 
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Explanatory notes 


The first matter which is obligatory upon us 
concerning what Allah (53) orders us with is that 
we learn about it (i.e. the order). This is the first 
obligation, and it should start here. This is the reason 
why Allah (us) says, 


“So, know (O Muhammad (A<.c4ii~) that La 
ilaha ill-Allah (none has the right to be 
worshiped but Allah), and ask forgiveness for 


your sin.” [Surah Muhammad 47:19] 
Hence, knowledge should be started before statements 
and actions. If one doesn’t seek knowledge of what 
Allah (35545) orders or what He forbids, then how can 


one do what he has been ordered with or turn away 
from what is forbidden? As it has been said, 
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“A person who doesn’t have something cannot 
give it.” 


Or like it is said, 


“How can one protect himself from something 
if he doesn’t know what it is that he is guarding 
himself against?” 5 


This is the reason why the first obligation concerning 
what Allah (854) orders us with is to learn about it. 
And for the same reason, many verses and ahadith 
from our Messenger (dcjaiecij~) encourage seeking 
knowledge, clarify its virtues, and mention its fruits 
and effects. | 


Among those statements is what our Prophet 
(AA Watale) said, 
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3 From the statement of Bakr bin Khusiays which is reported by 
Aba Na’im in the Peo al-Hilyah (8 / oy: 
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“Whoever takes a path in search of knowledge, 


Allah makes the path to Paradise easy for him.” 
4 


And the Prophet (dcsacaiie) said, 


“When Allah wishes good for anyone, He 
bestows upon him the Fiqh (comprehension) of 
the religion.” 5 


It is authentically reported that our Prophet 
(Aiea) used to say every morning after the Fajr, 
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“O Allah, I ask You for beneficial knowledge, 
goodly provision, and acceptable deeds.” © 


He would ask Allah (d853;3) for that every day. Allah 
says to him in the Quran, 


4 Reported in a Muslim No. (2699) from the Hadith of Abt 
Hurayrah (2ii\3). 

5 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (71); Sahih Muslim No. (1037) from the 
Hadith of Mu‘awiyah bin Abu Sufyaan (zit). 

6 Sunan ibn Majah No. (925) from the Hadith of Umm Salamah 
(eaails5). bol als Al-Albani eh 2G ‘2) prance it Sahih. 
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“And say: “My Lord! Increase me _ in 
knowledge.” [Surah Taha 20:114] 


And the first verse revealed to Muhammad (dazacicah ij) 


commanding him to read and learn was, 
is > 
“Read!” [Surah al-‘Alag 96:1] 


Carefully examine the previous supplication where the 
Prophet (Acsaieaiike) began by asking for beneficial 
knowledge, before goodly provision or acceptable 
deeds. That is because beneficial knowledge aids the 
Muslim to distinguish between goodly provisions and. 
unlawful provisions, between righteous and evil 
deeds. So how can one who doesn’t have beneficial 
knowledge distinguish between the truth and 
falsehood and good and evil? Allah (Jts;4\&22.) says, 
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“Say: ‘Are those who know equal to those who 
know not?” [Surah az-Zumar 39:9] 


And, 


“Shall he then who knows that what has been 
revealed unto you (O Muhammad (45.622) 
_ from your Lord is the truth be like him who is 

blind?” [Surah ar-Ra’d 13:19] 


Knowledge is a light for its companion. When he sets 
out on his path with knowledge and insight of the 
religion of Allah (85353), his footsteps will be correct. 
In contrast to the one who works hard and strives 
without knowledge and guidance. 


‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul-Aziz (2i\%5) said about those 


individuals, 


“Whoever worships Allah without knowledge 
causes more corruption than rectification.”” 


7 Reported by Ibn Abi Shaybah in the book al-Musanif No. (35098); 
also, reported by ad-Darimi in his Sunan No. (313); and Ibn Battah 
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Innovation and various forms of falsehood didn’t 
appear amongst the masses for any other reason except 
ignorance of Allah’s religion and worshiping without 
knowledge and insight! 


Hence, knowledge is an enormous foundation and 
momentous pursuit which is incumbent upon every 
Muslim, male and female, to strive for. The scholars of 
Islam advise that the Muslim should seek a portion of 
knowledge throughout his entire day. Not a single day | 
should pass him when he doesn’t obtain some 
knowledge. Seeking knowledge is required of you 
daily. The evidence for that is clear in the supplication 
of our Prophet (Acs) in which he said every 


morning after Fajr, 
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“O Allah! I ask you for beneficial knowledge.” 


Based upon this, seeking knowledge should be present 
within the Muslim’s daily schedule. He should set 
aside a portion of his day for acquiring knowledge. 


Among Allah’s blessings is that in our era the means 
for obtaining knowledge have increased. You are able 
to listen to beneficial admonitions, lectures, speeches, 
Fatawa, the Qur'an, and Ahadith of the Messenger 
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(Acsaeii~) in your car. Listening to blessed radio 
stations—the Noble Qur’an radio station—which 
gathers knowledge and _ benefits many people 
throughout the world. Some esteemed individuals 
listen to a number of books with their explanations by 
the people of knowledge. The likes of this were not 
available in the early part of Islam. 


What should be noted is that the first obligation upon 
us concerning what Allah orders us with is to seek 
knowledge by learning about the commands and 


_ prohibitions. 


Allah orders us with Tawhid, so we need to learn about 
it as it is the greatest of what Allah orders us with. 
Likewise, Allah orders us with the Salah which is the 
greatest pillar of Islam after the two testimonies of 
faith. Thus, we need to learn about its conditions, 
pillars, | obligatory matters. Didn’t our Prophet 
(AAVNBide) say, | 
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“Pray as you have seen me pray.”® 


§ Sahih oeraae No. (631) on the authority of Malik bin al- 
pene es 5). 
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How can the Muslim pray as the Messenger of Allah 
(dcizaclesis if) prayed without learning how he prayed? 


Likewise, the same can be said about fasting, Zakah, 
and all of the acts of obedience. The author (45) then 
said, 
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“The first matter can be illustrated in the 

example dealing with Tawhid and Shirk. Many 
people know that Tawhid is true and Shirk is — 
false. However, they reject it and don’t ask 
about it.” 


If you were to ask many people, “What do you think 
about Tawhid?” they would say, “Tawhid is good.” 
And when they are asked, “What do you think about 
Shirk?” they would say, “Shirk is evil” however, one 
would not ask about Tawhid or Shirk. 


Based upon this, some Muslims do actions in total 
contradiction to Tawhid. In reality, they are doing acts 
of Shirk. Yet they do not ask about Tawhid, study it, 
get an understanding of it, or know about Shirk. As a 
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result, one practices acts which are, in reality, acts of 
Shirk. This happens simply because it is an action 
which he doesn’t ask about. 


The author (2\425) then said, 
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“They know that Allah has made usury 
unlawful, yet they sell and buy (using it) and 
don’t ask about it.” 


Rather, some people, if they were to contemplate about 
asking about a lucrative deed, they would refrain from 
asking. They say, “Perhaps it is impermissible.” So 
they won't ask about it, because they want to sell and 
buy. In this manner, they don’t want to find out that it 
is impermissible because it would prevent him from 
this trade. It is common that people don’t contemplate 
asking, even if it is said to them, “Ask.” Rather, you 
find him reframing from asking. 


The author (251%5) then said, 
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“They know the impermissibility of spending 
the orphan’s wealth and the permissibility of 
spending accordingly, and they take possession 
of the orphan’s wealth and don’t ask concerning 
it.” 


One takes possession of the orphan’s wealth without 
asking about the limits which authorize spending it. 
The Islamic jurists state, “One is allowed to spend the 
lesser of two matters: - | 


e A stipend similar to or 


e According to one’s needs. 


However, the Islamic jurists disagree whether it 
should be given back. 
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THE 2NP LEVEL: HAVING LOVE FOR 
IT 


Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab 
(Aulie5) said, | 
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The second level is to have a love for what Allah 
has revealed and whoever hates it has 
disbelieved. This is due to Allah’s statement, 


“That is because they hate that which Allah has 
sent down (this Qur'an and Islamic laws, etc.), 
so He has made their deeds fruitless.” [Surah 
Muhammad 47:9] 
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Many people do not really love the Messenger 

(Acsacé2ite). Rather, they detest him and what he 

came with, even if they know that Allah 
revealed it. | 


Explanatory notes 


The second matter from what is obligatory upon us © 
~ concerning what Allah (345) orders us with is that 
we fill our hearts with love for it. Having love drives 
us towards every good and calls us to every excellent 
quality. The Prophet (Sai;saite) said, 
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“Beware! There is a piece of flesh in the body; if 
it is sound, the whole body is sound and if it is 


corrupt, the whole body is corrupt and that is 
the heart.” ° | 


9 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (52) and Sahih Muslim No. (1599) from the 
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Based upon this Hadith, it is a must that the Muslim 
continuously fill his heart with having a love for Allah, 
His Messenger (Acsateaii), and His Legislation. One 
should work on fortifying this love in his heart and 
increasing its distance. For example, one loves the 
Salah, fasting, righteousness, keeping family ties, 
beneficence, and truthfulness. Likewise, one detests 
impermissible matters, sins, and abominations, etc. 


When the heart loves for Allah and hates for Allah, 
one’s circumstance becomes rectified. The Prophet 


Aesacctith said, 
ve : 
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“If anyone loves for Allah's sake, hates for 
Allah's sake, gives for Allah's sake and 
withholds for Allah's sake, he will have perfect 
faith.”10 | 


And, 


10 Sunan Abi Dawud No. (4681) from the Hadith of Abi Umamah 
al-Bahili (£edi5). Shaykh al-Albani (4s\%5) graded it to be Sahih in 
his Boek oe No. pk 
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“The strongest handhold of faith is to love for 
Allah and hate for Allah.” 


Based upon this, the Muslim continuously needs to_ 
strengthen in his heart the love for Allah, His 
Messenger (Acsie4i{\~), and His Legislation. One must 
exert all means which deepen one’s love in the heart. 
One must also be diligent in removing the diseases 
from his heart. 


Hence, because of one’s heart deviating and becoming 
sick, you find some people not being devoted to good 
and being uneasy towards it. They are not happy to 
hear the good and they have tightness in their hearts 
when it is mentioned. On the other hand, when one 
with a sick heart is called to falsehood, he devotes 
himself to it and aspires for it. This is a perversion in 
the heart which Allah (Sea) says concerning it, 


11 Sharh as-Sunnah by rar al-Baghawi No. (3468) from the 
Hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas (<a). Shaykh al-Albani (2i\425) graded it 
to be Sahih in his Poon as- s-Sahihah N No. Ce 
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“(They say): ‘Our Lord! Let not our hearts 
deviate (from the truth) after You have guided 
us, and grant us mercy from You. Truly, You are 
the Bestower.”” [Siirah ‘Ali ‘Imran 3:8] 


Based upon this, the servant is in need of having 
diligence in filling his heart with love for Allah, His 
religion, His Legislation, and His commands. So, when 
this love is present, one’s circumstance is rectified. 
Among the greatest recorded supplications from our 
Prophet (4<sas«if) is when he said, 
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“T ask You for Your love, the love of whomever 
You love, and the love of the deeds that bring 
one nearer to Your love.” 


So, the Muslim should supplicate with this invocation, 
reiterating it throughout one’s life, and exerting all 
means which fortify and increase the distance of his 


22 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi No. (3235) on the authority of Mu’adh bin 
Jabal (2&5). At-Tirmidhi mentioned that this Hadith is Hasan 
Sahih. 
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love for Allah, His Messenger, and His religion in his 
heart. | 


When acts of good become beloved to the heart, one 


devotes himself to them, seeks to act upon them, and 
carries them out. Islam requires from the servant to 


love deeds which bring one nearer to Allah. Allah 
( S522.) says in the Hadith Qudsi, 
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“And My servant does not draw near to Me with 
anything more loved to Me than the religious 
duties I have obligated upon him. And My 
servant continues to draw near to me with nafil 
(supererogatory) deeds until I Love him. When 
I Love him, I am his hearing with which he 
hears, and his sight with which he sees, and his 
hand with which he strikes, and his foot with 
which he walks. Were he to ask [something] of 
Me, I would surely give it to him; and were he 
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to seek refuge with Me, I would surely grant 
him refuge.” 


On this occasion, one should take heed to the means 
that bring about love which are ten: | 


1. Reading and contemplating over the Quran 
and its meanings. This should be done just as 
one contemplates over a book that he is 
memorizing and explains it in order to 
comprehend what is intended by it. 


2. Drawing nearer to Allah by doing 
supererogatory deeds after obligatory deeds. 
This brings him to the level of those beloved by 
Allah after being on the level of having love. 


3. Continuously remembering Allah in all 
circumstances with the tongue, the heart, and 
actions. So, his portion of love is according to 
his share in this remembrance. 


13 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (6502) from the Hadith Abi Hurayrah 
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4, Preferring loving Allah over oneself when 
one’s whims take over, and the raising of one’s 
love for Allah over one’s whims is difficult. 


5. The heart’s study of Allah’s Names and 
Attributes. So, whoever studies about Allah, 
His Names, Attributes, and Actions will 
inevitably love Him. Based upon this, the 
Mu’tazilah, Pharaonians, and Jahmiyyah are 
the highway robbers of the hearts that try to 
stop the hearts from obtaining the level of being 
beloved by Allah. 


6. Attesting to Allah’s kindness, beneficence, and 
apparent and not so apparent blessings invites 
to loving Allah. 


7. Among the most amazing is the state of being 
contrite before Allah (‘t5;2\5;2.). 


8. Being secluded in the last third of the night 
when Allah descends to the lowest heaven in 
order to make secret supplication to Him, 
reciting His Speech, having  Figh 
(understanding of the religion) within the 
heart, and refining one’s worship before Allah, 
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then concluding with seeking forgiveness and 
repentance. 


9. Sitting with the beloved and _ truthful. 
Collecting the good features of their speech 
similarly to how the most excellent fruits are 
selected. You shouldn’t speak except for what 
benefits, and understand that doing this 
increases your circumstance and_ benefits 
others. 


10. Alienating from any means that prevent the 
heart from Allah (é5,'). 


So, these are the ten means that cause one to have a 
love for Allah and attain the level of love that allows 
one to reach his Beloved. Its framework comprises to 
two matters: 


1. Preparing the soul for this state. 
2. Being open-minded to the essence of legislated 
knowledge and religious insight. 


And to Allah alone belongs success. 14 


ae 


44 From the book Madarij as-Saalikeen by Ibn al-Oayyim (Ala) 
(3/19). | 


THE 2ND LEVEL: HAVING LOVE FOR IT 


The author (4\445) then said, 
SS I rie 3 
“and whoever hates it has disbelieved.” 
Whoever detests anything that Allah ( s;alez.) 


revealed, this hatred renders his deeds fruitless. Allah 
( Ms,le32.) says, 


“That is because they hate that which Allah has 
sent down (this Qur’an and Islamic laws, etc.), 
so He has made their deeds fruitless.” [Surah 
Muhammad 47:9| | 


Having hatred and anger for the religion of Allah or 
for what Allah (ds;4\) has legislated for His 


servants renders his deeds fruitless. 


The author (21425) continues, 


Lagat at fo G24 I BE 


“Many people do not really love the Messenger 
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True love emanates from the heart that adheres and 
treads on the methodology of the Messenger 
(Acsatetie). Allah (S055%532.) says, 


ss 29 


“Say (O Muhammad (45.464i\~) to mankind): 
‘If you (really) love Allah then follow me (i.e. 
accept Islamic Monotheism, follow the Qur'an 
and the Sunnah), Allah will love you and 
forgive you of your sins.” [Sirah ‘Ali ‘Imran 


3:31] 
One of the Salaf said, 
CF SI SEN Sead 5 CF SI SL 


“The matter isn’t that you love, rather it is that 
you are beloved.” 


Meaning, that Allah loves you. This cannot be obtained 
by mere claims. Based on this it was said, 


3 sa cfte- 3 Ain 
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You disobey the One True Deity, yet you claim you 
love Him. 


Within your analogy is a repugnant oath. 


If your love was genuine you would have obeyed 
Him. —— 


Verily, the one who truly loves is obedient to Whom 
he loves. 
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THE 382 LEVEL: DETERMINATION 
TO ACT UPON IT 


Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab 
(Ai\4@5) said, 


SE + A Se 88 54 all JE Ea EN ee 
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“The third level is to have the determination to 
act upon it (i.e. the order). Many people have 
studied and loved it; yet are not determined to 
act upon it out of fear of one’s worldly life 
changing.” 


Explanatory notes 


The third matter from what is obligatory upon us 
concerning what Allah (345) orders us with is that 
we are determined to act Eee it. Once you have 
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UPON IT 


studied the command and have a love for it, you 
should now fix in your heart the determination to act 
upon it. Among the greatest supplications from our 
Prophet (Aasaieaii.), 


3) a 


“© Allah, I ask You for steadfastness in all my 
affairs and determination in following the right 
path....716 | | 


s\ & egal a 3 6a ait. 


_To the end of the supplication. 


\aa 


Also, Ibn al-Qayyim (di) commented on the 
previous Hadith in his book Miftah Dar as- -Sa’adah, 


a 
r) 
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“These two words (i.e. steadfastness & 
determination) summarize true success and all of 
what the servant has been given save that he 
squanders both of them or one of them.”!” 


16 Reported by at-Tabarani (4\%5) in the book al-M‘ he al-Kabeer 
No. (7136) from the Hadith of Shaddad ibn Aws (adil). Shaykh 
al-Albani (i\425) graded it Sahih i in his book as-Sahihah No. (3228). 
17 (1/142) 
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Surely, the servant knows the right path and loves it. 
However, if his determination weakens, then his heart 
will not have devotion towards implementing action. 
For example, one learns about the Salah and loves it. 
He knows its status and understands that it results in 
tremendous good and benefit in this life and the 
Hereafter. He also understands the punishment for the 
one who abandons it. Yet, when he has questioned 
himself about it and its status, he says, “I love it and 
don’t detest it;” however, his determination has 

dwindled. | 


Likewise, he may listen to admonition and reminders, 
loves them and doesn’t detest them; however, his 


“= 


determination is weak. Allah (S612) says, 
Oe en e323 17 fAHg 298h FE 
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4 @ GS 14) 4 


“But if they had done what they were told, it 
would have been better for them, and would 
have strengthened their (Faith).” [Sarah an-Nisa’ 
4:66] 


The author (2\45) then said, 


THE 3RD LEVEL: DETERMINATION TO ACT 
UPON IT 
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“Yet, are not determined to act upon it out of 
fear of one’s worldly life changing.” 


For example, a person has a position of leadership, 
wealth, or a great status and he fears it will change. Just 
like the person who has status with the people of 
innovation, then he learns about the Sunnah and loves 
it. Yet, he hesitates from acting upon it and he does so 
out of fear that his worldly life will change. Meaning 
that he will lose this status and esteem. So, you find 
him saying, “How can I act upon this matter! What will 
those whom I have this great status with say about me! 
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THE 474 LEVEL: IMPLEMENTATION 


Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab 


gain 


(Au\e5) said, 
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“The fourth level is implementation (of the 
order). Many people when they have the 
determination or implement the action, those 
who venerate him from the chiefs etc. would 
discover it (from him) and he would abandon 
the action.” 


Explanatory notes 


The fourth matter is implementation. When you have 
studied it, have a love for it, and are determined to act 
upon it, you must do the action and persist in doing so. 


65| Page 


THE 4TH LEVEL: IMPLEMENTATION | 


Every deed has its proper time and you should beware 
of procrastinating and delaying. Rather, you should 
hasten and be swift in doing these deeds. Allah 
(Ses H2) says, 


4 sp ee pyery 3 elas ny » 


“And march forth in the way (which leads to) 
forgiveness from your Lord.” [Sirah ‘Ali ‘Imran 
3:133] 


Also, in the Hadith, 


pe J) gas Gas LEVY Iya 


“Be prompt in doing good deeds (before you are 
overtaken) by turbulence which would be like 
a part of the dark night.” | 


One should hasten and be swift. When the time of a 
deed approaches, he shouldn't delay. The Prophet 
(Aaa) was asked, 


«18 Sahih Muslim No. (118) on the authority of Aba Hurayrah 
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“Which of the deeds is loved most by Allah?’ 
The Messenger of Allah (4<5.cc4i{~) said, ‘Salah 
at its proper time.’”19 


When the time of Salah approaches, one should leave 
off everything and hasten to it. Likewise, for every act 
of obedience, one should be swift to perform it in its 
proper time. He should accustom himself to being 
persistent in implementation, having great concern for 
acts of worship and obedience. One must be swift in 
acting upon every deed in its proper time. 


One should be on guard from distractions and 
diversions. One must stay clear of any matter that will 
divert him from doing deeds and keep him 
preoccupied from acts of obedience which are the 
purpose of his existence. Allah (St5;4\e:2.) says, 


(@ wits J) PYG ‘AS 2a 5 > 


“And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans 
except they should worship Me (Alone).” [Surah 
adh-Dhariyat 51:56] 


Then the author (2i\45) said, 


19 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (527); and a Muslim No. (85) on the 
authority of Abdullah bin Ma’std — 22 8). 
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“Those who venerate him from the chiefs etc. 
would discover it (from him).” 


Meaning, that they would become aware of him and it 
would become apparent to them concerning him. 
Some of the chiefs who hold him in high esteem would 
learn about his actions. The famous story of Heraclius, 
when he invited the heads of Rome and said to them, 
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“On that Heraclius invited all the heads of the 
Byzantines to assemble in his palace at Homs. 
When they assembled, he ordered that all the 
doors of his palace be closed. Then he came out 
and said, 'O Byzantines! If success is your desire 
and if you seek right guidance and want your 
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empire to remain, then give a pledge of 
allegiance to this Prophet (i.e. embrace Islam).' 


On hearing the views of Heraclius, the people 
ran towards the gates of the palace like onagers, 
but found the doors closed. Heraclius realized 
their hatred towards Islam and when he lost the 
hope of their embracing Islam, he ordered that 
they should be brought back in audience. 


When they returned, he said, What I already 
said was just to test the strength of your 
conviction and I have seen it.' The people — 
prostrated before him and became pleased with 
him and this was the end of Heraclius's story (in 
connection with his faith).” 2° 


So, when it became clear and manifested his affair, and 
they detested it, he feared his worldly life changing. 
Thus, he recanted his statement and remained upon 
his disbelief. The likes of this happens often. 


20 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (7) and (4553) on the authority of Ibn 
‘Abbas (<aiig). 
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THE 5TH LEVEL: THAT IT IS 
SINCERELY FOR ALLAH AND UPON 
THE SUNNAH_ 


Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Ibn “Abdul-Wahhab 
(islie5) said, | 
Si Las 28 Ve Soe Hoe eS Sh: deste 5h 
Nee ee Lallé 655 
“The fifth level is that many people do deeds 
without sincerity to Allah alone, and if itis done 


with sincerity to Allah alone, it is not upon the 
Sunnah.” 


Explanatory notes 


When the servant learns about the order, loves it, is" 
determined to implement it, and acts upon it, he must 
aspire for sincerity in his deeds for Allah alone. At the 
same time, his deeds must be in accordance with the 
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Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Acsaceaijie). If the 
deed is not sincerely done for Allah, it will not be 
accepted even if it is abundant. Allah (d (S422) says in 
a Hadith Qudsi, 
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“T am so self-sufficient that I am in no need of 
having an associate. Thus, he who does an 
action for someone else's sake, as well as Mine, 
will have that action renounced by Me to him 
whom he associated with Me.”71 


When the deed is not in accordance with the Sunnah, 
Allah will not ed it. The Prophet (Acai) said, 


yrrae o1- - Of 
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“He who does an act which is not from our affair 
(i.e. Islam), it will be rejected (by Allah ).””2 


So, deeds will not be accepted unless they are sincerely 
for Allah and they are in accordance with the guidance 


21 Sahih Muslim No. (2985) from the Hadith of Aba Hurayrah 
(ediics5). 

22 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (2697); and Sahih Muslim No. (1718) from 
the Hadith of A’ishah (e2a5). 
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of the Noble Messenger (Acjacctij\~). By these two 
conditions, deeds are good and accepted. Allah 
(Masala) says, 


{ © Ji Sc 3k Se 


“Who has created death and life, that He may 
test you which of you is best in deed. And He is 
the All-Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving.” [Surah al- 
Mulk 67:2] | 


Al-Fudayl Ibn ‘Tyad (2i\425) said about the verse, “that 


He may test you which of you is best in deed,” 


“The most sincere and proper of them (ie., 
deeds).’ Someone asked him, ‘O Aba ‘Ali! What 
does most sincere and proper of them (i.e. deeds) 
refer to?’ Al-Fudayl said, ‘Verily, deeds if they are 
sincerely for Allah, yet not in accordance with the 
Sunnah, they are not accepted. And if they are in 
accordance with the Sunnah, yet not sincerely for 
Allah, they will not be accepted either, until it is 
both.”%3 | 


3 In the book ae al-Awliya cc / ae” 
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THE 6TH LEVEL: CAUTIONING 
AGAINST COMMITTING ACTS 
THAT WILL NULLIFY DEEDS 


Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab 
(Au\445) said, | 


Sees 
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The sixth level is the righteous dread of their 
deeds becoming nullified and fruitless due to 
Allah’s Statement, 


‘Lest your deeds may be rendered fruitless 
while you perceive not.’ [Surah al-Hujurat 49:2] 


And in our era, this is from the least of matters 
(i.e. that render deeds fruitless).” 
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Explanatory notes 


Once you have studied it (i.e. an order), love it, are 
determined, act upon it, and perform the command 
with sincerity (to Allah) and in accordance with the 
Sunnah of the Prophet (Acca), you must be on 
guard afterward from matters that could nullify 
and/or render your worship fruitless. Allah (gs,4\22.) 


Says, 
{© a5 3 ch Sl ce op 


“Lest your deeds may be rendered fruitless 
while you perceive not.” [Stirah al-Hujurat 49:2] 


Be on guard lest you perform a matter that will nullify 
your deed and render it fruitless. There are some 
people who will come on the Day of Resurrection with 
their deeds rejected and in vain. | | 


The biggest nullifier and destroyer of deeds is 
associating partners with Allah and disbelieving in 
Him. aides sonar — 
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“And indeed, it has been revealed to you (O 
Muhammad (A<jacccij\~)), as it was to those ~ 
(Allah’s Messengers) before you: ‘If you join 
others in worship with Allah, (then) surely (all) 
your deeds will be in vain, and you will 
certainly be among the losers.’ Nay! But 
worship Allah (Alone and none else), and be 
among the grateful.” [Sarah az-Zumar 39:65-66] 


And Allah (5éi¢) says, 
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“And whosoever disbelieves in the Oneness of 
Allah and in all the other Articles of Faith 
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[i.e. His (Allah 's), Angels, His Holy Books, His 
Messengers, the Day of Resurrection and Al- 
Qadar (Divine Preordainments)|, then fruitless 
is his work, and in the Hereafter, he will be 
among the losers.” [Sirah al-Ma’idah 5:5] 


Thus, the servant must be on guard from actions that 
will nullify one’s deeds. Showing off and seeking a 
reputation are actions that nullify one’s deeds. For 
example, a person would do an action as a means of 
showing off or seeking a reputation among the people. 
In this example, one’s intention isn’t sincerely for Allah 
(S554) alone. | 


On this occasion, one must pay attention to the great 
amount of fear that the Companions (#<dii) had for 
rendering their deeds nullified despite the perfection 
and state of their deeds. | 


Thabit bin Qays bin Shammias (Xzdil) was in a state of 
enormous fear because he thought he was included in 
the following verse, | 
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“Raise not your voices above the voice of the 
Prophet (ics.%i{(2), nor speak aloud to him in 
talk as you speak aloud to one another, lest your 
deeds may be rendered fruitless while you 
perceive not.” [Surah al-Hujurat 49:2] 


And in the Hadith, 
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“On the authority of Anas bin Malik (<i) 
that the nope (Acsaclesile) missed Thabit bin 
Qays (adi) for a period, so he inquired about 
him. A man said, ‘O Allah 's Messenger! I will 
bring you his news.’ So, he went to Thabit and 
found him sitting in his house and bowing his 
head. The man said to Thabit (2<aiiz5), “What is 
the matter with you?’ Thabit (Xcaiiss5) replied that 
it was an evil affair, for he used to raise his voice 
above the voice of the Prophet (45.:&4i{\2) and so 
all his good deeds had been annulled, and he 
considered himself as one of the people of the 
Fire. Then the man returned to the Prophet 
(Acosta) and told him that Thabit ae had 
said so-and-so. Musa bin Anas (£2éi\%) said: 
‘The man returned to Thabit (Ae diules5 ) with great, 
glad tidings. The Prophet (Acscesifice) said to the 
man. ‘Go back to him and say to him: “You are 
not from the people of the Hell-Fire, but from 
the people of Paradise.’”4 | 


Another example is Thawban (edi) who narrated 
that the Prophet (Acsacexif\~) said, 
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“'T certainly know people of my nation who will 
come on the Day of Resurrection with good 
deeds like the mountains of Tihamah, but Allah 
will make them like scattered dust.’ Thawban 
(xed) said: “O Messenger of Allah, describe 
them to us and tell us more, so that we will not 
become of them unknowingly.’ He (Ac5.caiic) 
said: “They are your brothers and from your 
race, worshipping at night as you do, but they 
will be people who, when they are alone, 
transgress the sacred limits of Allah.’”*> 


The righteous are fearful of nullifying their deeds. The 
difference between the righteous and unrighteous 
pertaining to deeds is that the unrighteous perform 


5 Sunan ibn Majah No. (4245). Shaykh al-Albani (4s\<25) graded it 
to be Sahih in his book as-Sahihah (505). 
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deeds, then remind others of their good deeds as Allah 
( Ses,25e74.) says, | | 
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“They regard as a favor upon you (O 
Muhammad (icjsicvii-) that they have 
embraced Islam. Say: ‘Count not your Islam as 
a favor upon me. Nay, but Allah has conferred a 
favor upon you, that He has guided you to the 
Faith, if you indeed are true.” [Surah cme 
49:17] | 


Yet, when the righteous perform a deed they are 
fearful that the deed will be nullified and not accepted 
as Allah (‘i;4\2;4.) says, 
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“And those who give that (their charity) which 
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their hearts full of fear (whether their alms and 
charities, etc., have been accepted or not), 
because they are sure to return to their Lord (for 
reckoning).” [Surah al-Mu’minun 23:60] 


A’ishah (G25) said, 
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Quan? 


“Ts this the one who commits adultery, steals 
and drinks alcohol?’ He (425i) said: ‘No, O 
daughter of Aba Bakr - O daughter of Siddig - 
rather, it is a man who fasts and gives charity 
and prays, but he fears that those will not t be 
accepted from him.”26 


Allah (3;4\5:2) says, 


26 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi No. (3175); Sunan Ibn Majah No. (4198) with 
his wording. Shaykh al-Albani (4s\425) graded it to be Sahih in his 
book as- ppatunial No. (162). 
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“Verily, Allah accepts only from those who 
are Al-Muttagiin (the pious - see V.2:2).” [Surah 
al-Ma’idah 5:27| 


Meaning those who show piety to Allah in the deeds 
which they establish. They perform it sincerely for 
Allah alone and according to the Sunnah of the 
Prophet (Acsaie4ii). Thus, the righteous fear nullifying 
their deeds. | 


The great second generation Muslim, Abdullah bin 
Abi Mulaykah (2425) said, 
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“IT met thirty Companions of the Prophet 


(Acsatij~). All of them feared hypocrisy.” 


Al-Hasan al-Basri (4i\425) said, 
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“Verily, the believer amasses perfection in deeds 
and fear; yet, the hypocrite amasses misdeeds 
and a false sense of security.”?7 


The hypocrite performs deeds poorly while feeling 
safe that they will be accepted. As for the believer, he 
performs deeds with Ihsan fearing that his deeds will 
be rejected. 


The point here is that it is incumbent for the servant to 
be on guard from rendering his deeds fruitless. 


27 In the book az-Zuhd ae Ibn avenues (a 425) No. UD) 
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THE 71# LEVEL: REMAINING FIRM 
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Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Ibn “Abdul-Wahhab 
(Ai\ae5) said, 
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The seventh step is to remain firm upon the 
truth, fearing a bad ending. This is due to the 
Prophet's (4<5ic4ij\~) statement, ‘Indeed, among 
you are those who do deeds from the people of 


Paradise; yet conclude with deeds from the 
people of Hell.’ This is the greatest thing that 


Zita 
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the righteous fear. Yet in our era, it is the least. 
So, contemplating on the circumstance of those 
you know concerning this matter and others 
directs you toward a frequent matter which you 
are unaware of, and Allah knows best. 


Explanatory notes 


The seventh and last step from what is obligatory upon 
us concerning what Allah orders us with is to remain 
firm. That one aspires to remain firm upon the truth, 
guidance, and uprightness in the religion of Allah until 
his death. 


Sufyan bin Abdullah ath-Thagafi (di) said, 


“I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah. Tell me 
something about al-Islam which I can ask of 
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only you.’ He (cjac%i(~) said, ‘Say I believe in 
Allah — and then be steadfast.’”8 


So, one should aspire for uprightness and remain firm 
upon the religion of Allah. One should continuously 
ask Allah (A435) that He keep him firm. Allah 
( Ma, S\54.) says, | 


“Allah will keep firm those who believe, with 
the word that stands firm in this world (i.e., they 
will keep on worshipping Allah Alone and 
none else), and in the Hereafter.” [Surah ‘Ibrahim 
14:27] | 


It is imperative for the Muslim to fear a bad ending. 
The Prophet (dcseclesije) said, 


28 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (6594) and ae Muslim No. (6243) from 
the Hadith of Abdullah bin Mas’ad id (eae fe 5). 
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“Verily, one of you performs the actions of the 
people of Paradise until there is but an arm’s 
length between him and it, and that which has — 
been written overtakes him, and so he acts with 
the actions of the people of the Hell-Fire and 
thus enters it” 29 


Based on this, the Salaf would fear what is preordained 
and their last moments in this worldly life. The Prophet 


(sasaki) said, 
Hh | 453 GN AY SW Te yy 


“He whose last words are “There is no deity 
worthy of worship except Allah’ will enter 
Paradise.”°0 


29 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (3208); and Sahih Muslim No. (2643). 
3° Sunan Abi Dawud No. (3116) on the authority of Mu’adh bin 
JePe (2<aiie5). Shaykh al-Albani a (a ve) eae it to be Sahih. 


THE 7TH LEVEL: REMAINING FIRM UPON IT 


It is imperative for the Muslim to continuously beg 
Allah (ats545t3) to keep him firm and not cause him to 


deviate. 


Shahr bin Hawshab (2dii5) said, 


PN vte w ” . pee 


“I said to Umm Salamah (Gadily;): ‘O Mother of 
the Believers! What was the supplication that 
the Messenger of Allah (Acseclecij~) said most 
frequently when he was with you?’ She (¢2ii5) 
said: ‘The supplication he said most frequently 
was: ‘O Changer of the hearts, make my heart 
firm upon Your religion (Ya Mugqallibal-qulab, 
thabbit qalbi ‘ala dinik).’ She (Gade) said: ‘So I 
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, why do you 
supplicate so frequently: ‘O Changer of the 
hearts, make my heart firm upon Your religion.’ 
He (Acsaecifk) said: ‘O Umm Salamah! Verily, 
there is no human being except that his heart is 
between Two Fingers of the Fingers of Allah, so 
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whomever He wills He makes steadfast, and 
whomever He wills He causes to deviate.’”3! 


The Hadith from Sahih al-Bukhari and Muslim 
mentions the supplication of our Prophet (Acjakeaif\c) 
which he would say, 


vd 
ad s vd 
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“QO, Allah! To You I have submitted, and in You 
do I believe, and in You, I put my trust, to You 
do I turn, and for You, I argued. O Allah, I seek 
refuge with You through Your Power; there is 
none worthy of worship except You Alone; that 
You safeguard me against going astray. You are 
the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and 
protects all that exists; the One Who never dies, 
whereas human beings and jinn will all die.”32 


$1 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi No. (3522) and he graded it to be Hasan. 
Shaykh al-Albani (40\45) graded it to be Sahih. Sahih Muslim No. 
(2654) from the hadith of Abdullah bin ‘Umar bin al-Aas (cdi). 
32 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (7383); Sahih Muslim No. (2717) from the 
Hadith of Umm Salamah (gadis). Shaykh al-Albani (4\45) graded 
it to oe Sahih. 
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Every time the Prophet (d<sai2ij) would leave his 


house, he would say, 


“O, Allah! I seek refuge in Thee lest I stray or be 
led astray, or slip or be made to slip, or cause 
injustice, or suffer injustice, or do wrong, or 
have wrong done to me.”33 


The point here is that the servant should invoke His 
Lord (Allah) that he is not misled nor that he deviates. 
He should invoke His Lord that his heart is made firm 
on faith and that he takes the means to achieve 
firmness and uprightness in the religion. 


From that is that one aspires continuously to rectify 
outwardly and inwardly the relationship between 
himself and Allah. For this reason, the people of 
knowledge say, “It is unknown whether a person 
rectified himself inwardly and his ‘Aqidah is in order 
between himself and Allah, even if his life is concluded 
with a bad ending.” 


= Sunan Aba Dawud No. (5094); Sunan Ibn Majah No. (3884) from 
the Hadith of Umm Salamah (zag). Shaykh al-Albani (i225) 
graded it to be Sahih. | 
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Abdul-Haqg al-Ishbili (4i\25) said, 


“Know that the bad ending— May Allah give us. 

| refuge from it— doesn’t occur to the one who is 
upright upon the religion outwardly and 
inwardly. This only happens to the one who has 
a corrupt intellect, persistently committing major 
sins, and embarking on crimes. Perhaps these — 
things overtake him until death approaches him 
before he can repent. He is seized by death before 
he can rectify his intentions. Shaytan uproots him 

| from this commotion (last moments of death), 

_ and seizes him at the time of his stupor.” 

| 

| 

| 


What we need to take note of in the Hadith is that the 
person secretly has religious issues as the Prophet 
(Acsadetil) said, 


om 
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“One of you performs deeds like the deeds of 
the people of Paradise apparently before 
people.”%4 


3) 


Based on this, it is a must that the servant is diligent in 
rectifying his heart and purifying it with sincere 


34 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (2898); one Muslim No. (112) from the 
Hadith of Sahl bin Sa’d as-Sa’idi (Kadi). 
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devotion (to Allah), truthfulness, love, and goodness. 
He should remove from his heart hate, rancor, hidden 
lusts, and resentment. Our Prophet (Accel) said in 


a supplication, 


6 - 
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“And O Allah! Remove the treachery of my 
heart.” 


The servant needs to rectify his heart and supplicate to 
His Lord (353) that He makes him firm upon the 
truth and correct guidance. He needs to ask Allah that 
He keeps him alive as a Muslim and causes him to die 
as a believer. He needs to ask Allah to rectify his 
religion which is a protection for his affairs; and that 
Allah rectifies his Hereafter which is his final abode. 
He needs to ask Allah to make his life an increase for 
everything good and make his death an ease from 
everything evil. _ | | 


In this same context, there are numerous invocations 
from our Prophet (dcsace% ate). 


35 Sunan Abt Dawud No. (1510); Jami’ at-Tirmidhi No. (3551); 
Sunan Ibn Majah No. (3830): from the Hadith of Ibn Abbas and 
Shaykh al-Albani hs 5) eracewie it to be Sahih. 
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CLOSING 


These seven matters are what is obligatory concerning 
what Allah (:t;4;) orders us with. 


I ask Allah, the Lord of the Great Throne, to grant us 
success to actualize these seven matters; that He guide 
us to the Straight Path. May Allah rectify all of our 
affairs and not leave us to handle it by ourselves for 
even the blink of an eye. 


The last of our call is that all praise belongs to Allah, 
the Lord of all that exists. May Allah raise the rank of 
our Prophet and bestow blessings upon him, his 
family, and all his Companions. | 
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